
Histon Methodist Church Notices 
 

Sunday 26h April 2020  
 
Services that we can all take part in 
 
8.00am Sunday service on Radio Cambridgeshire. 
8.15am Sunday worship on Radio 4 
 
BBC 1 Sunday worship at 10.45am and at 1.15 pm Songs of Praise. (These 
times are correct at time of publishing but please do check on programme 
guides just in case they are changed) 
 
Also see our website – http://histonmethodist.org/  – for details of other 
services you can take part in online. 
 
Gospel reading: John Chapter 20 v 19-29: 

 
What we are all missing at the moment, to a lesser or greater extent, is the 
fulfilment of one of our senses – the sense of touch.  We can see and hear 
our friends and family, by the wonders of technology, and we have been 
able to taste our chocolate Easter Eggs, but many of us cannot touch or 
hug those we love. There is little doubting the importance of touch in human 
experience, from a formal handshake to an informal hug, a hand of 
reassurance on the shoulder to a lover’s caress.  A lack of touch – for 
example in those who live alone often adds to their sense of isolation, and 
we know only too well at the moment how much a hand held in a hospital 
bed is appreciated.   In today’s society for understandable reasons touch is 
surrounded by rules and regulations, and can be surrounded by a culture of 
suspicion.  And yet our human need persists.  From birth to death we have 
that sense of a need to touch– from the moment when you lean over the 
pram of a baby and clasp the darling little hand, to the moment when on a 
death bed the hand held by a loved one or someone who cares, brings 
comfort and reassurance. 
 
We are not told whether Thomas actually touched Jesus, but he was given 
permission to do so.  Thomas was convinced that Jesus was dead, and that 
the dead do not come back to life!   Even when his friends had all told him 
that they had seen Jesus, Thomas refused to believe.  When we watch a 
conjuror or illusionist, our brains easily miss things we are not expecting to 
see – part of the life Jesus invites us into is one where our blind spots are 
gently revealed, so that we appreciate more of who God is- God surprised 



Thomas, and perhaps we miss glimpses of Jesus because we do not 
expect to see him in a person or situation?   
 
A friend who worships regularly at Ely Cathedral told me recently that he 
had observed a woman sitting on her own every week, seeming to speak to 
no one, and upon engaging her in conversation, she said she came 
especially to share ‘the peace’ during the Eucharist as that is the only point 
of human contact she has all week! 
 
In that upper room full of frightened disciples, Jesus said ‘Peace be with 
you’. The spirit of peace is a gift that enables the disciples to go out and be 
witnesses.  It helps release them from the trauma of watching the 
crucifixion.   It enables them to continue in joy, and to tell others what they 
have seen and heard.  If they hadn’t received that gift they would likely still 
be stuck in that room in fear. 
 
We need Easter joy to sustain us through life, the difficult times as well as 
the happy ones – through the pattern of life, death and resurrection- and 
‘the spirit of peace’ is how we sustain ourselves through this repeating 
pattern.  
 
May you continue to be sustained by Easter joy, and until ‘we meet again’ 
and can share ‘the peace’ together, and be enabled to use all our senses to 
the full, may we continue to be disciples and witnesses and share the love 
of God through whatever means are available to us.  
 

Let me feel the touch of peace, 
the touch of life, 
the touch of the risen Lord, 
beside me, behind me, and before me 
all the days of my life. 
Amen. 

 
Missing you all and sent with much love and prayers from  
JUDY WYNN - IOW  
 

“Life isn’t about the breaths we take, it’s about the moments that take 
our breath away.” 

 
John (on behalf of the Stewards) 
 
Today I have received the following information: 



 
A joint venture between HI Friends and the Salvation Army launched on 20 
April. The scheme aims to provide a package of food for those in need with 
parcels being distributed to single people, couples and families across the 
community. 
 
The key people involved are Georgina Symons, Captain of the Salvation 
Army in Histon and Neil Davies, Charity Manager HI Friends. A pallet has 
been placed outside the foyer entrance of our church. 
 
Food collected from this pallet and others around the village will be stored for 
a period of time for safety and then packaged up for delivery by volunteers. 
The pack is intended to include enough food for around a week. 
 
Local Street Coordinators can suggest people in need from the streets they 
manage or, alternatively, anyone else who knows of a person in need is 
invited to phone the central number 01223 320420 or 
email info@hifriends.org.uk 
 
A dedicated bank account has been set up and if anyone would like to make 
a financial contribution, please contact the above phone number or email 
address for details. 
 
Should you wish to donate to any of the three pallets, the following list 
details the kinds of item we would appreciate. 
 
Tins, packets, cartons, non-perishable & in date please as follows:  

• Cereal 
• Pasta / rice 
• Soup 
• Baked beans 
• Vegetables 
• Tomatoes 
• Fruit 
• Puddings / custard 
• Meat 
• Meals 
• Fish 
• Tea / coffee / granulated sugar 
• Long life milk 
• Juice / cordial 
• Pasta/curry sauces 
• Cakes / biscuits / crisps 
• Jam 
• Toilet rolls 
• Soap and other unopened toiletries 



• Sanitary towels 
• Unopened packs of nappies 

Any questions, please do contact 01223 320420 or 
email info@hifriends.org.uk 


